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Abstract

Aim: To investigate current research status of self-management in patients with cancer in China by
bibliometrical method. Method: Literatures were retrieved from “CNKI”, “Wanfang”, “Weipu” in
the professional retrieval formula, and the title, published year, author, sources of literature, ab-
stract, keywords, fund, etc. were exported to establish Excel database. Results: The number of the
papers on the self-management of cancer patients in China grew fast. The literatures about
self-management in cancer were published as early as 2002, and the number of papers showed a
rising trend from 2010 to 2015. Among the paper types, the report was 60.78%, the review was
17.65%. Research content is mainly concentrated on self management effect evaluation and re-
search progress (44.12% and 19.61%, respectively). The research design is less rigorous, the
quality of literature is not high and statistical analysis method is relatively simple. Most research-
ers used self-efficacy scale to evaluate the self-management of patients. Conclusions: The related
research of self-management is still in the initial stage and has got more and more attention in re-
cent years, but has further development space on research method, field, and contents.
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Figure 1. The trends in the published literature on cancer self-management in the core jour-
nals in 2002-2015
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Table 1. The first 8 journals of the literature related to the management of cancer in 2002-
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