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Abstract

This study takes Plato’s “Apology of Socrates” as its research object, employing textual analysis and
conceptual examination to explore the multiple tensions between Socratic philosophical practice
and the normative framework of the Athenian polis. The research reveals how “knowledge of igno-
rance” deconstructs traditional epistemological systems, examines the conflict between individual
examination and public morality, and investigates the perpetual contradiction between philosophical
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critique and institutional authority. The paper further analyzes the implications of these tensions
for contemporary intellectual freedom and philosophical education, demonstrating the enduring
significance of Socratic legacy in modern society.
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