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Abstract

Building upon Adorno’s Negative Dialectics, this paper explores Marx’s theory of materialization,
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which argues that the tangible labor performed by individuals imbues both the product and
process of labor with primary use value. In contrast, exchange value represents an abstraction de-
rived from this concrete labor. The phenomenon of forgetting materialization arises from this ab-
straction within economic relations. Objectified labor time transforms abstract processes into
universal existence, while objective exchange relations convert commodities into money and con-
fer upon it a physical entity (referred to as the “false hand”). This endows homogeneous exchange
relations with a tangible cloak of material property and formalizes them as an eternal predeter-
mined rule governing subjects and scenes alike. The demise of reflexivity under such an abstract
identity system creates a topsy-turvy world without any defense.
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