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Abstract

Ancient people have always been committed to exploring the laws of the world’s operation, and Su
Shi, as a highly influential philosopher in the Song Dynasty, is of great significance in exploring his
view of the universe. Inheriting the ideas of Laozi and the I Ching, Su Shi constructed a paradigm
for the evolution of the universe from Tao to things: Tao (Taiji)-water (and then the five ele-
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ments)-heaven and earth (Qiankun)-all things. Among them, “water” participates in the important
link from “Tao” to “things”, and rationalises the evolution from “Tao” to “things” by means of wa-
ter-born all things. The process from “Tao” to “things” is rationalised by the way water produces
all things. At the same time, Su Shi’s cosmological view of the laws of nature makes his philosophi-
cal focus on the harmony between man and nature, which provides a basis for solving the disap-
pointments of individual life.
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